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INTRODUCTION

This preliminary report presents the initial findings of a national

survey of households participating in the Food Stamp Program in August 1980.

These findings are derived from a sample of households selected for review

as part of the Food Stamp Quality Control System. The study was designed

to support inferences about the national food stamp caseload. (See

Appendix C for a technical description of the methodology.)

The tabular presentations in this report include:

(1) average values and distributions of households for such

basic variables as gross income, net income, countable

resources, monthly benefits, household size, and length

of certification period;

(2) distributions of households and participants for special

program related characteristics such as the utilization

of expedited service, the number of elderly and school

age children, and income as a percentage of the poverty

income guidelines;

(3) comparisons between households with earned income and

no earned income; with elderly and no elderly; and with

children, school age children, and no children; and

(4) limited comparisons between household circumstances in

November 1979 and August 1980.

Unless otherwise noted, the reference population for each table is the

August 1980 food stamp caseload in the continental United States (48 States
and the District of Columbia).
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Table 1

AGGREGATE AUGUST 1980 PARTICIPATION TOTALS

NumberOf Numberof Valueof
Area Households People Benefits

(000) (000) (000)

United States 7,371 20,137 $689,759
Continental U.S. 7,319 20,001 682,599
Alaska, Hawaiia_/ 52 136 7,160

OutlyingAreas 517 1,918 71,791
PuertoRico 503 1,860 68,828
Guam,Virgin 14 58 2,963

Islandsa_/

Total 7,888 22,055 $761,550

Source: Food Stamp Bonus ObligationControl System.

·/Not included in target universe of study.



Table 2

AVERAGE VALUES OF SELECTED NATIONAL CASELOAD
CHARACTERISTICS WITH AND WITHOUT PUERTO RICO

Excluding Including
PuertoRico PuertoRico

GrossMonthlyIncome $326 $321

NetMonthlyIncome $194 $189

Total Deductiona-/ $148 $145

CountableResources $ 66 $ 64

MonthlyBenefit $89 $ 93

HouseholdSize 2.8 2.9

CertificationPeriod 7.6 7.5

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Includes earned income, dependentcare, excess shelter,medical, and
standard deduction ($75 in the continental United States and $45 in
Puerto Rico}. Combined dependentcare/excessshelterdeduction for
households with no member age 60 or more or receiving SSI or Social
Security disability payments was limited to $90 in the continental
United States and $35 in Puerto Rico.



Table 3

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS IN
NATIONAL CASELOAD WITH AND WITHOUT PUERTO RICO

ExcludingPuerto Rico IncludingPuerto Rico
Number of Percent of Number of Percent of
Households All Households Households All Households

(000) (000)

ZeroGrossIncome 596 8.1_ 672 8.6_

Zero Net Income 1,213 16.6 1,428 18.3

Minimum Benefita/ 503 6.9 503 6.4

E1derlyb/_ 1,653 22.6 1,787 22.8

Chi1drenC-/ 4,388 59.9 4,712 60.2

School Age Childrend--/ 3,252 44.4 3,521 45.0

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

a-/Minimumbenefit is $10 for one and two person households.

-b/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

C/Householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

d/Householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.



Table 4

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY GROSS AND NET
MONTHLY INCOME

Gross Income Net Income
Amount of Number of Percentof Number of Percentof

Monthly Income Households All Households Households All Households
(000) (000)

None 596 8.1% 1,213 16.6%

$ l-99 214 2.9 1,238 16.9
lO0-199 733 lO.O 1,799 24.6
200-299 2,119 28.9 1,296 17.7
300-399 1,411 19.3 849 ll.6
400-499 941 12.9 460 6.3

500-599 563 7.6 239 3.3
600-699 379 5.2 99 1.4
700-799 145 2.0 44 0.6
800-899 86 1.2 10 O.1
900-999 54 O.7 1 *
1000+ 26 0.4 7 O.1

Unknown 63 O.9 63 O.9

Total 7,319 100.0 7,319 100.0

Average Income $326 $194

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Controlsample.

-*/Lessthan 0.05 percent.



Table 5

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS BY GROSS MONTHLY INCOME
AND HOUSEHOLD SIZE

Gross Monthly HouseholdSize Number of Percentof
Income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ Households AllHouseholds

(000)

None 251 111 108 71 31 13 6 6 596 8.1%

$ l- 99 87 67 31 13 7 1 1 7 214 2.9
100-199 398 121 98 58 38 13 4 2 733 10.0
200-299 1,201 431 265 123 46 21 9 23 2,119 28.9
300-399 268 506 296 194 85 28 18 16 1,411 19.3
400-499 20 180 300 243 lll 52 16 19 941 12.9

500-599 7 65 122 129 130 58 24 18 553 7.6
600-699 0 25 64 84 83 72 25 26 379 5.2
700.,799 0 0 28 39 28 13 15 21 145 2.0
800-899 0 0 5 15 29 16 8 13 86 1.2
900-999 0 0 0 3 10 23 6 12 54 0.7
1000 + 0 0 0 0 0 5 11 l0 26 0.4

, Unknown 19 17 5 7 5 6 2 3 63 O.9
:%

Number of
Households 2,251 1,523 1,321 978 603 321 146 175 7,319 100.0

Percent of
All Households 30.8 20.8 18.1 13.4 8.2 4,4 2.0 2.4 lO0.O

Average Gross
Income $ 207 289 345 400 466 534 571 575 $ 326

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



Table 6

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY NET MONTHLY INCOMEAND
HOUSEHOLDSIZE

Net Monthly HouseholdSize Number of Percentof
Income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ Households All Households

(000)

None 627 202 181 119 46 20 10 8 1,213 16.6%

$ l- 99 687 253 147 79 37 17 6 13 1,238 16.9
100-199 700 523 292 159 60 30 14 20 1,799 24.6
200-299 211 326 370 216 112 29 14 17 1,296 17.7
300-399 8 186 226 187 142 61 21 19 849 ll.6
400-499 0 17 91 150 108 58 16 20 460 6.3

500-599 0 0 7 56 59 54 28 35 239 3.3
600-699 0 0 1 4 32 34 20 8 99 1.4
700-799 0 0 0 2 1 12 6 22 44 0.6
800-899 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 2 l0 O.1
900-999 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 *
1000+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 7 O.1

Unknown 19 17 5 7 5 6 2 3 63 0.9

Number of
Households 2,251 1,523 1,321 978 603 321 146 175 7,319 lO0.O

Percent of All
Households 30.8 20.8 18.1 13.4 8.2 4.4 2.0 2.4 lO0.O

Average Net
Income $ 87 164 205 256 321 381 421 428 $ 194

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_*/Lessthan 0.05 percent.



Table 7

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY INCOME SOURCE

Amount Of Earned Incomea-/ SocialSecurity AFDC or General SSI Other Income
MonthlyIncome &OtherPensions Assistance
From Specified Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Source {000) (000) {000) (000) (000)
............ ,,, ·.,

None 5,901 80.6% 5,413 74.0% 3,801 51.9% 5,926 81.0% 6,703 gl.6%

$ 1- 99 167 2.3 53 0.7 349 4.8 454 6.2 214 2.9
100-199 138 1.9 559 7.6 655 8.9 308 4.2 122 1.7
200-299 172 2.3 672 g.2 888 12.1 498 6.8 86 1.2
300-399 141 1.9 340 4.6 857 11.7 53 O.7 50 O.7
400-499 156 2.1 143 2.0 430 5.g 15 0.2 52 O.7

500-599 219 3.0 60 O.8 186 2.5 2 * 22 O.3
600-699 175 2.4 13 0.2 74 1.0 0 0 3 *
700-799 77 1.1 3 * ll O.1 0 0 3 *
800-899 54 O.7 0 0 1 * 0 0 0 0
900-999 39 O.5 0 0 4 O.1 0 0 1 *
1000+ 16 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unknown 63 O.9 63 O.9 63 O.9 63 O.9 63 O.9

Number of
Households 7,319 lO0.O 7,319 lO0.O 7,319 lO0.O 7,319 lO0.O 7,319 lO0.O

Households With
Income' 1,356 18.5 1,843 25.2 3,455 47.2 1,331 18.2 554 7.6

Average Amount
of Income_b_b/ $ 430 258 286 156 185

AverageLGross
Income_D/ $ 517 334 351 306 358

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp QualityControl sample.

a/Earned income includeswages, salaries,trainingallowances,and self-employmentincome.
b/For householdswith income from specifiedsource.
·_/Less than 0.05 percent.



Table 8

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS BY GROSS MONTHLY
INCO_4EAS A PERCENTAGE OF THE POVERTY LINE FOR ALL HOUSEHOLDS,

HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY, AND HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN

Gross Income As a HouseholdsWith HouseholdsW_th
Percentageof the All Households Elderly_/ Childre_C/
Poverty Line_/ Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(000) (000) (000)

25%or less 918 12.5% 61 3.7% 516 11.8%
26- 50% 845 ll.5 ll4 6.9 51g ll.8
51- 75% 2,373 32.4 500 30.2 1,542 35.1
76- 100% 2,263 30.9 727 44.0 1,259 28.7
lO1- 125% 646 8.8 220 13.3 365 8.3
126-130% 67 0.9 1 O.1 49 1.1
131-150% 109 1.5 18 1.1 74 1.7
151%ormore 35 0.5 2 O.1 21 0.5

Unknown 63 0.9 ll 0.7 42 1.O

Total 7,319 lO0.O 1,653 lO0.O 4,388 lO0.O

Source: August lg80 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

·/Defined as the Office of Management and Budget's 1980 poverty income guidelines
for nonfarm families in all states except Alaska and Hawaii (see Appendix A).

b_/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

£/Householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.



Table 9

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY NET MONTHLY
INCOME AS A PERCEN1AGE OF THE iPOVERTY LINE FOR ALL HOUSEHOLqS,

HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY, AND HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN

Net IncomeAs a HouseholdsWith HouseholdsWith

Percentageoft_e All Households Elderly_/ Children£/
PovertyLine_J Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(000) (000) (000)

25%orless 2,544 34.8% 455 27.6% 1,222 27.8%
26- 50% 2,289 31.3 486 29.4 1,552 35.4
51- 75% 1,825 24.9 529 32.0 1,184 27.0
76- 100% 593 8.1 169 10.2 383 8.7
lO1-125% 5 O.1 3 0.2 5 O.1
126-130% 0 0 0 0 0 0
131-150% 0 0 0 0 0 0
151% or more 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unknown 63 O.g ll 0.7 42 1.O

Total 7,31g lO0.O 1,653 lO0.O 4,388 lO0.O

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Defined as the Office of Managementand Budget's lgSO povertyincome guidelines
for nonfarm families in all states except Alaska and Hawaii (see Appendix A).

m/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

£/Householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.



Table l0

NUMBER OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS CLAIMING AND VALUE OF
DEDUCTION CLAIMED

Number of
Type of Households Percentof Average Amount of Deduction
Deduction ClaimingDeduction All Households Over Claiming Over All

(000) Households Households

Earned Income 1,353 18.5% $86 $16

DependentCare_/ 187 2.6 71 2

Shelterb/ 4,886 66.8 81 55

MedicalC/ ll5 1.6 53 1

Totald--/ 7,31g 100.0 148 148

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

I/Limited by statute to a maximum of $90 in August 1980.

_/Combined total of dependentcare deduction and shelter deductionwas limited
to $go except for householdswhere at least one member was age 60 or more or
receivingSSI or Social Security disability payments.

£/Available only to householdswhere at least one person was age 60 or more or
receivingSSI or Social Security disability payments.

_/Includes $75 standarddeduction for all households.

·._ .::



Table 10a

Average Total Deduction for All Households By
Gross Monthly Income and Household Size

Gross MonthlT HouseholdSize Average Total

Income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ Deduction

None $104 119 135 162 134 217 75 165 124

$ l-99 127 124 205 141 146 75 280 106 13g
100-199 152 142 152 150 136 163 lg9 ll8 149
200-299 143 131 141 149 130 123 130 106 140

, 300-399 148 133 138 141 123 182 138 103 138
400-499 195 146 139 144 139 136 153 170 144

500-599 251 208 202 152 147 150 121 141 168
600-699 0 279 241 208 170 132 146 137 186
700-799 0 0 270 237 209 217 146 179 218
800-899 0 0 329 246 246 212 219 152 228
900-999 0 0 0 348 290 268 215 218 260
1000+ 0 0 0 0 0 315 248 308 284

Average Total
Deduction 141 139 156 159 153 165 156 154 $148a--/

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

a_/Totaldeductionincludesearned income,dependentcare, excess shelter,medical and $75 standarddeduction.



Table 11

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS BY AMOUNT OF
MONTHLY FOOD STAMP BENEFIT

Amount of Number of Percentof
MonthlyBenefit Households AllHouseholds

(ooo)
$ l0 or less 503 6.9%
ll- 25 512 7.O
26- 50 1,100 15.0
51- 75 1,725 23.6
76-lO0 839 ll.5
lO1-150 1,345 18.4
151-200 729 lO.O
201-300 428 5.g
301ormore 74 1.O

Unknown 63 O.g

Total 7,31g 100.0

AverageBenefit $ 89

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



Table lla

Average Monthly Food Stamp Benefits By Gross Monthly
Income and Household Size

GrossMonthly HouseholdSize AverageBenefit

Income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ PerHousehold

None $63 ll5 165 209 248 298 329 504 130

$ l-99 63 ll4 164 208 248 298 329 403 122
100-199 57 101 157 201 235 287 329 456 105
200-299 32 81 129 176 213 262 296 424 74
300-399 18 52 lO1 147 177 247 263 36i 86
400-499 10 28 77 116 155 201 237 302 99

500-599 lO 19 62 93 127 180 200 282 104
600-699 0 12 45 77 106 143 177 264 106
700-799 0 0 24 54 89 139 150 221 72
800-899 0 0 17 38 65 107 140 233 98
900-999 0 0 0 39 54 lO1 112 225 ll7
lO00+ 0 0 0 0 0 83 79 169 114

Average Benefit
PerHousehold 39 67 108 130 151 181 199 296 $89aJ

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.

a'_/Entriesin this table have been adjustedto reconcilehouseholdsize with the value of the food stamp
allotment. The weighted average bonus computed from the adjusted values is $93.



Table 12

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS BY TOTAL COUNTABLE RESOURCES
FOR ALL HOUSEHOLDS AND HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY

Valueof All Households Householdswith Elderly-_/
Countable Number Percent Number Percent

Resourcesa--/ (000) (000)

None 5,485 74.9% 1,074 65.0%
$ 1 - 500 1,474 20.1 403 24.4
501- l,000 162 2.2 82 5.0

1,OO1- 1,500 go 1.2 59 3.6
1,501 - 1,750 32 0.4 16 1.O
1,751-2,000 1 * 1 O.1
2,001-3,000 l0 O.1 5 0.3
3,001ormore 1 * 1 O.1

Unknown 63 O.g 11 O.7

Total 7,319 lO0.O 1,653 lO0.O

AverageValue $ 66 $ 152

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

·/Statutoryrequirementsin effect in August 1980 included as "countable"resources
all types of assets except {1} equity in a home and {2) certain specifiedresources
that cannot be readily liquidated or that are needed for employment or self-
employment. At the time these data were collected, the resource limit for most
householdswas $1,750. Householdsof two or more, at least one of whom was age
60 or older, were allowed up to $3,000.

_/Householdswith at least one person age 60 or more.

_/Less than0.05 percent.



Table 13

COMPARISON OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH AND WITHOUT
EXPEDITED SERVICE BY PRESENCE OF GROSS AND

NET MONTHLY INCOME

HouseholldsWith Households Without
ExpeditedService_a/ ExpeditedService Unknown
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
(000) (000) (000)

Gross Income : 0 210 48.9% 376 5.5% 10 12.2%
Gross Income> 0 220 51.1 6,432 94.5 8 9.9
Unknown 0 0 0 0 63 77.9

NetIncome= 0 271 63.1% 932 13.7% lO 12.2%
NetIncome> 0 159 36.9 5,877 86.3 8 9.9
Unknown 0 0 0 0 63 77.9

Total 430 lO0.O 6,808 lO0.O 81 lOO.O

Source: August lg80 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

·/Householdswhich initiallyreceived expeditedservice for the certification
period in effect in August 1980.



Table 14

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS BY LENGTH OF
CERTIFICATION PERIOD

Monthsin Number of Percentof
Certification Households All Households

Period {000)

1 249 3.4%
2 349 4.8
3 763 10.4
4 330 4.5
5 233 3.2
6 1,768 24.1
7 579 7.9
8 234 3.2
g 120 1.6
l0 69 o.g
ll 105 1.4
12+ 2,423 33.1

Unknown 97 1.3

Total 7,319 lO0.O

Average Length 7.6

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Controlsample.



Table 15

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS BY
HOUSEHOLD SIZE

Household Number of Percent of
Size Households All Households

(000)

1 2,251 30.8%
2 I,523 20.8
3 1,321 18.1
4 978 13.4
5 603 8.2
6 321 4.4
7 146 2.0
8+ 175 2.4

Total 7,319 lO0.O

Average Size 2.8

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



Table 16

AGE RELATED CHARACTERISTICS OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS

Number of Percentof
Households A11 Households

<000)

Households with Elderlya/ 1,653 22.6%
Single person elderly hou_eholdsb/ 1,115 15.2
Other elderly householdsc/ 539 7.4

HouseholdswithNoElderly 5,667 77.4

Householdswith Childrend/ 4,388 59.9
Householdswith School Age Children-e/ 3,252 44..4

HouseholdswithNo Children 2,932 40.1

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

_/Includes elderly single persons living alone or as a separate food stamp unit
in a larger household.

c-/Includeselderly couples and other multiperson householdswith elderlymembers.

d-/Householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.



Table 17

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDS BY
HOUSEHOLDSIZE,NUMBER OF ELDERLY,NUMBER OF
CHILDREN,AND NUMBER OF SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN

Number of
HouseholdSize Households

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ (000)

Number of Elderlya-/

0 1,136 1,159 1,245 936 590 301 136 164 5,667
1 1,115 167 57 41 9 15 l0 ll 1,427
2 0 197 20 1 3 5 0 0 226

Number of Children-_b/

0 2,219 531 107 42 19 2 1 l0 2,932
1 32 969 335 50 9 3 3 8 1,410
2 0 23 872 464 59 15 1 3 1,437
3 0 0 7 422 272 47 13 6 767
4 0 0 0 0 242 170 20 14 447
5+ 0 0 0 0 2 83 107 134 327

Number of Schoql
Age ChildrenC-/

0 2,226 1,067 461 229 53 8 3 21 4,068
1 25 446 467 210 lO1 30 6 5 1,289
2 0 ll 393 334 172 47 17 l0 984
3 0 0 0 206 171 95 30 14 516
4 0 0 0 0 103 99 36 27 265
5+ 0 0 0 0 2 42 55 98 197

Total 2,251 1,523 1,321 978 603 321 146 175 7,319

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Controlsample.

I/Persons age 60 or more.

b_/Personsage 17 or less.

£/Persons age 5 to 17.



Table 18

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPANTS BY AGE

Numberof Percentof
Age Persons AllPersons

(000)

4 or less 3,288 15.9%

5-17 6,959 33.6

18-35 5,125 24.8

36- 59 2,631 12.7

60ormore 1,879 9.1

Unknown 800 3.9

Total 20,683 lO0.O

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



.. Table19

AGE RELATED CHARACTERISTICS OF PARTICIPANTS

Number of ,Percentof

Participants All Participants
(DO0)

A. Childrena/ 10,247 49.5

1. Preschoolchildren 3,288 15.9
2. Schoolagechildren 6,959 33.6

B. Adults-b/ 7,757 37.5

1. Parents 5,951 28.8
a. Singleparents 2,736 13.2

Livingwithelderly 76 0.4
Disabled 87 0.4
Other 2,574 12.4

b. Multipleparents 3,215 15.5
Livingwithelderly 69 0.3
Disabled 69 O.3
Livingwithdisabled 100 0.5
Other 2,976 14.4

2. NonParents 1,736 8.4
a. Singleadults 1,266 6.1

Livingwithelderly 147 0.7
Disabled 237 1.1
Other 882 4.3

b. Multipleadults 470 2.3
Livingwithelderly 57 0.3
Disabled 21 O.1

Livingwithdisabled 22 O.1
Other 370 1.8

3. Unknown 70 O.3

C, ElderlyC_/ 1,879 9.1

D. AgeUnknown 800 3.9

Total 20,683 100.0

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Persons age 17 or less.

_/Persons age 18 to 59.

£/Persons age 60 or more.

..?



Table 20

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS BY
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICSOF HOUSEHOLDMEMBERS

Numberof Percentof
Householdswith Households A11 Households

atLeastOne: (000)

A1ien 350 4.8%

Migrant 14 O.2

Striker 28 0.4

Studenta/ 132 1.8

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Householdmembers 18 years of age or older enrolledat least half-time
in an institution of higher education.

Note: To the extent that householdswith these characteristicsare
concentratedin particularStates,the sampledesign used in
this study may bias these estimates. The extent of any such
bias will be examined in the final report.



Table 21

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY EMPLOYMENT
STATUS OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD

EmploymentStatus Numberof Percentof
of Household Households AllHouseholds

Head (000)

Employed Full Time_a/ 745 10.2%

Employed Part Timeb/ 350 4.8

NotEmployed 6,046 82.6

Unknown 177 2.4

Total 7,31g lO0.O

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

a-/Employedat least 30 hours per week.

b/Employed less than 30 hours per week.



Table 22

DISTRIBUTIONOF HOUSEHOLDS AND BENEFITS
FOR HOUSEHOLDSWITH AND WITHOUT EARNED INCOME

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(ooo) (ooo)
Household with Earned 1,356 18.5% $133,175 20.4%
Income_/

Householdswith No 5,901 80.6 519,270 79.5
Earned Income

Unknown 63 o.g 358 O.1

Total 7,319 lO0.O 652,803 lO0.O

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Earned income includes wages, salaries, trainingallowances,and
self-employment income.



Table 23

AVERAGE VALUE OF SELECTED CHARACTERISTICSFOB
HOUSEHOLDSWITH AND WITHOUT EARNED INCOME_/

Householdsmm Wi_t)u/ HouseholdsWithEarned Income- No Earned Income

GrossMonthlyIncome $517 $283

NetMonthlyIncome $310 $167

Total Deductionc/ $215 $133

CountableResources $73 $ 65

MonthlyBenefit $ 98 $88

HouseholdSize 3.7 2.6

CertificationPeriod 5.4 8.0

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

i/Excludes householdswhere presenceof earned income is not known.

_/Earned income includes wages, salaries,training allowances,and
self-employment income.

£/Includes earned income,dependentcare, excess shelter, medical, and
$75 standard deduction.



Table 24

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGEOF HOUSEHOLDSWITH AND WITHOUT
EARNED INCOME FOR SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS_/

Householdswith Households with
Earned Income}b/ No Earned Income

Householdswith: Number Percent Number Percent
(000) (ODD)

Zero Gross Income 0 0% 596 10.1%

Zero Net Income 133 9.8 1,079 18.3

Minimum Benefit£/ 72 5.3 431 7.3

Elderly_/ 122 g.o 1,520 27.8

Children[/ 1,065 78.5 3,281 55.6

School Age Children_/ 861 63.5 2,364 40.1

Source: August lg80 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

!/Excludes householdswhere presence of earned income is not known.

_/Earned income includeswages, salaries, training allowances,and
self-employmentincome.

_/Minimum benefit is $10 for one and two person households.

m/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

I/Householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.

t ,'.?



Table 25

COMPARISON OF DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS ON

SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS FOR HOUSEHQLDS WITH AND WITHOUT
EARNED INCOMEa-Y

Householdswith Earned Income_b/ Households with No Earned Income
Number Percent Number Percent

(000) (000 )

Household Size
1 - 2 381 28.1% 3,358 56.9%
3-4 579 42.7 1,708 29.0
5+ 395 29.2 834 14.2

Gross Income
None 0 0 596 10.1

$ 1- 99 63 4.6 151 2.6
100-199 77 5.7 656 ll.1
200-299 114 8.4 2,005 34.0
300-399 140 10.3 1,271 21.5
400-499 228 16.8 713 12.1
500+ 735 54.2 508 8.6

Net Income
None 133 9.8 1,079 18.3

$ 1 - 99 ll4 8.4 1,124 19.0
100-lgg 155 ll.4 1,644 27.9
200-299 256 18.8 1,040 17.6
300-399 281 20.7 568 9.6
400-499 194 14.3 267 4.5
500+ 223 16.5 178 3.0

Benefits
$l0orless 72 5.3 431 7.3
ll- 50 266 19.6 1,346 22.8
51-lO0 465 34.3 2,099 35.6
lO1-200 428 31.6 1,646 27.9
201 - 300 104 7.7 324 5.5
301+ 20 1.5 54 0.9

Total 1,356 lO0.O 5,901 lO0.O

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Excludes householdswhere presenceof earned income is not known.

_/Earned income includes wages, salaries,training allowances,and self-employment
income.



Table 26

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS AND BENEFITS FOR
HOUSEHOLDSWITH ELDERLY AND NO ELDERLY

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(000) (000)

Householdswith Elderly_/ 1,653 22.6% $70,956 30.9%

Householdswith No Elderly 5,667 77.4 581,847 89.1

Total 7,319 lO0.O 652,803lO0.O

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.



Table 27

AVERAGE VALUES OF SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS FOR
HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY AND NO ELDERLY

Householdswith Householdswith

Elderl_a/ No Elderly

GrossMonthlyIncome $288 $338

NetMonthlyIncome $160 $204

Total Deduction_/ $136 S152

CountableResourcesc/ $152 $ 41

MonthlyBenefit $43 $103

HouseholdSize 1.6 3.2

CertificationPeriod lO.1 6.8

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

·/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

_/Includes earned income,dependentcare, excess shelter,medical, and
$75 standard deduction.

C-/Atthe time these data were collected, the resource limit for most house-
holds was $1,750. Households of two or more, at least one of whom was
age 60 or older, were allowed up to $3,000.



Table 28

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY AND
NO ELDERLY FOR SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

Householdswith Householdswith
Elderlyb-/ No Elderly

Householdswith: Number Percent Number Percent

(000) (000)

ZeroGrossIncome 42 2.6% 554 9.8%

ZeroNetIncome 213 12.9 1,O00 17.6

Minimum Benefit_/ 341 20.6 162 2.9

Children_c/ 158 9.6 4,230 74.4

School Age Childrenfl/ 150 9.1 3,102 54.7

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Minimum benefit is $10 for one and two person households.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

£/Householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.



Table 29

COMPARISON OF DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDS ON
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICSfOR HOUSEHOLDSWITH ELDERLY

AND NO ELDERLY

Householdswith Elderlya/ Householdswith No Elderly
Number Percent Number Percent

(000) (000)

Household Size
1-2 1,479 89.5% 2,295 40.5%
3 -4 ll9 7.2 2,180 38.5
5+ 54 3.3 1,191 21.0

Gross Income
None 42 2.6 554 9.8

$ 1- 99 20 1.2 194 3.4
100- 199 131 7:9 602 10.6
200-299 869 52.6 1,250 22.1
300- 399 358 21.7 1,053 18.6
400- 499 147 8.9 794 14.0
500+ 75 4.6 1,167 20.6
Unknown 11 O.7 52 O.9

Net Income
None 213 12.9 1,000 17.6

$ 1 - 99 312 18.9 925 16.3
100-199 598 36.2 1,201 21.2
200-299 310 18.7 986 17.4
300- 399 157 9.5 692 12.2
400-49g 28 1.7 433 7.6
500+ 24 1.4 377 6.7
Unknown 11 O.7 52 O.g

Benefits
$ l0orless 341 20.6 162 2.9
ll- 50 801 48.5 810 14.3
51- 100 385 23.3 2,179 38.4
lO1-200 85 5.1 1,990 35.1
201- 301 24 1.5 404 7.1
301+ 5 0.3 70 1.2
Unknown 11 0.7 52 O.9

Total 1,653 100.0 5,667 100.0

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Co,crol sample.

a/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.



Table 30

DISTRIBUTIONOF HOUSEHOLDS AND BENEFITS FOR
HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN, SCHOOL AGE

CHILDREN, AND NO CHILDREN

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(000) (000)

Households with
Children_ a/ 4,388 59.9% $519,092 79.5%

Households with

School A_§
Children_u/ 3,252 44.6 414,316 63.5

Households with
No Children 2,932 40.1 133,711 20.5

Total 7,319 lO0.O 652,803 lO0.O

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

b-/Householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.



Table 31

AVERAGE VALUES OF SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS FOR
HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN, SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN, AND

Nn CHILDREN

Householdsvlith Households with School Householdswith
Children_a/ Age Childrenb/ No Children

GrossMonthlyIncome $387 $412 $236

NetMonthlyIncome $246 $269 $115

Total Deductionc/ $154 $155 $141

CountableResources $41 $45 $104

MonthlyBenefit $118 $127 $46

HouseholdSize 3.8 4.2 1.4

CertificationPeriod 6.9 6.9 8.6

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

·/Householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.

£/Includes earned income, dependentcare, excess shelter, medical, and $75
standard deduction.



Table 32

NUMBER Ar)D PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN, SCHOOL AGE
CHILDREN, AND NO CHILDREN FOR SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith
Children'-/ School Children_d/ No Children

Householdswith: Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(000) (000) (000)

ZeroGrossIncome 283 6.4% 198 6.1% 314 10.7%

ZeroNetIncome 473 10.8 337 10.4 740 25.2

Minimum Benefit_/ 41 0.9 25 0.8 462 15.7

Elderly_/ 158 3.6 150 4.6 1,495 51.0

School Age Children'-d/ 3,252 74.1 3,252 lOO.O O 0

Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

a/Minimum benefit is $10 for one and two person households.

b/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

C/Householdswith at least one member 17 or less.

d/Householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.



Table 33

COMPARISONOF DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDS ON SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS
FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN, SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN, AND NO CHILDREN

Households with Children Householdswith School Age Children Householdswith No Children
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
(000) (000) (000)

Household Size
1 - 2 1,025 23.3% 481 14.8% 2,750 93.8%
3-4 2,150 49.0 1,610 49.5 149 5.1
5+ 1,213 27.6 1,160 35.7 32 1.1

Gross Income
None 283 6.4 198 6.1 314 10.7

$ 1- 99 109 2.5 64 2.0 106 3.6
100-199 289 6.6 186 5.7 444 15.2
200- 299 804 18.3 518 15.9 1,315 44.9
300-399 935 21.3 619 19.0 475 16.2
400-499 763 17.4 624 19.2 178 6.1
500+ 1,164 26.5 1,O17 31.3 78 2.7
Unknown 42 1.0 27 0.8 22 0.7

Net Income
None 473 10.8 337 10.4 740 25.2

$ 1- 99 508 ll.6 317 9.8 730 24.9
lO0-199 959 21.9 595 18.3 840 28.6
200- 299 885 20.2 654 20.1 411 14.0
300- 399 688 15.7 566 17.4 161 5.5
400-499 441 lO.1 388 11.9 20 0.7
500+ 392 8.9 367 ll.3 9 0.3
Unknown 42 1.0 27 0.8 22 0.7

Benefits
$lOorless 41 0.9 25 0.8 462 15.7
ll- 50 390 8.9 257 7.9 1,222 41.7
51- lOO 1,516 34.6 971 29.9 1,048 35.7
lO1-200 1,906 43.4 1,521 46.8 168 5.7
201-300 420 9.6 379 ll.6 8 0.3
301+ 72 1.6 72 2.2 2 O.1
Unknown 42 1.O 27 0.8 22 0.7

Total 4,388 lO0.O 3,252 100.0 2,932 lO0.O

j Source: August 1980 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



Table 34

COMPARISONOF AVERAGEVALUES OF SELECTED
CHARACTERISTICSFOR AUGUST 1980 AND NOVEMBER 1979

November1979 August 1980

Gross Monthly Income $3]4 $326

NetMonthlyIncome $196 $194

Total Deduction $132b-/ $148_a_/

CountableResources $ 65 $ 66

MonthlyBenefit $82 $89

HouseholdSize 2.7 2.8

Sources: August 1980 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
November 1979 Survey of Food Stamp HouseholdCharacteristics.

a-/Includesearned income,dependentcare, excess shelter,medical,and
$75 standarddeduction.

b-/Includesearned income,dependentcare, excess shelter,and $70 standard
deduction.



Table 35

COMPARISON OF PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS FOR AUGUST lg80 AND

NOVEMBER 1979

Percentof all Households
Householdswith: November1979 Auqust 1980

ZeroGrossIncome 6.g_ 8.1_

ZeroNetIncome 12.6 16.6

MinimumBenefit 7.8 6.9

Elderly_/ 24.2 22.6

Children_/ 51.4 59.9

School Age Children£/ 38.5 44.4

Source: August lg80 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
November1979 Surveyof Food Stamp HouseholdCharacteristics.

_/Householdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

_/In November1979, householdsof three or more, at least one of whom is
age 17 or less. In August lg80, households with at least one member
age 17 or less.

_/In November1979, householdsof three or more, at least one of whom is
age 5 to 17. In August lgSO, householdswith at least one member age
5 to 17.

s .



APPENDICES

t ' .:,:



Appendix A

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENTAND BUDGETPOVERTYINCOMEGUIDELINESAND MAXIMUM
ALLOWABLENET MONTHLYFOODSTAMPINCOMESTANDARDS

IN AUGUST1980

Poverty Income Maximum Allowable Net Monthly
Household Size Guidelinesa--/ Food Stamp I_ome

Standards_

1 $3,790 $316
2 5,010 418
3 6,230 520
4 7,450 621
5 8,670 723
6 9,890 825
7 ll,llO 926
8_/ 12,330 1,028

Source: Program records, Food and NutritionService.

·/Annual income for nonfarm families in all states except Alaska and Hawaii.

b-/Thefood stamp income standardsare equal to the poverty income guidelines
divided by 12, rounded up to the nearest dollar.

_/For householdswith more than eight members, add $1,220 to the poverty
income guidelinesand $102 to the maximum allowable net monthly food stamp
income standards for each additional person.



Appendix B

VALUE OF MAXIHUM COUPON ALLOTMENT {THRIFTYFOOD PLAN) IN
CONTINENTALUNITED STATES AND PUERTO RICO

IN AUGUST lg80

Continental
Household Size United StatesAa/ Puerto Rico

1 $ 63 $ 60
2 llS lll
3 165 158
4 209 201
5 248 239
6 298 286
7 329 317
8.b_b/ 376 362

Source: Program records, Food and NutritionService.

·/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii.

E/For householdswith more than eight members, add $47 in the continental
United States and $45 in Puerto Rico for each additional person.



Appendix C
SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES

The summary tables are derived from a sample of households selected

for review as part of the Food Stamp Quality Control (QC) System. This

system is an ongoing review of food stamp household circumstances to

determine (1) if households are eligible for participation and receiving
the correct coupon allotment or (2) if household participation is correctly

denied or terminated. The system is based on a national probability sample

of approximately 45,000 participating food stamp households and a somewhat

smaller number of denials and terminations every six months. The national

QC sample of participating households is stratified by the 50 States, the

District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands, with

required semiannual State samples ranging from a minimum of 150 to a

maximum of 1200 reviews. State agencies select an independent sample each

month whose size is generally proportional to the size of the monthly

participating caseload. 1/

The survey reported here relies on the August 1980 Food Stamp Quality

Control sample of participating households in a subsample of state agencies.
The household characteristic information recorded on the Form FNS-245

Data Sheet (reflecting information in the case record) was supplemented by
additional age and shelter cost information collected as part of the QC

review but recorded elsewhere. (See Appendix D for the data collection

form used. )

METHODOLOGY

Target Universe

The target universe of this study was all participating households

(active cases) subject to quality control review in August 1980 in the
continental United States (48 States and the District of Columbia). The

August 1980 participating caseload in Puerto Rico was also sampled, but

these results are not generally included in the tabulations. No infor-

mation is available for Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and the Virgin Islands.

While almost all participating households are included in the active

QC universe, certain types not amenable to review are not. Specifically,

the active universe includes all households receiving food stamps during

a review period except those in which the participants died or moved

outside the State, received benefits by a disaster certification authorized

by FNS, received benefits under a 60-day continuation of certification,

were under investigation for Food Stamp Program fraud (including those

with pending fraud hearings), were appealing a notice of adverse action

when the review date falls within the time period covered by continued

participation pending a hearing, or received restored benefits in accordance

with the FNS-approved State manual but who were otherwise ineligible. The

sampling unit within the active universe is the food stamp household as

defined in an FNS-approved State manual.

_/ Several States have integrated the Food Stamp, AFDC, and Medicaid QC

sample selection and review process. In these States, sample size

is not necessarily proportional to the monthly caseload.



Sample Selection

States in the continental United States were stratified by the number
of participants in June 1980 as shown below:

Number of States

Included in

Number of Proportion of Number Preliminary
Stratum States Total Caseload Selected Tabulations

I 9 55% 9 8

II 16 31% 10 9

III 24 14% 10 10

49 100% 29 27

Each of the nine largest States (Stratum I) was selected with certainty. 2--/
Ten States were selected with equal probability from both Stratum II and

Stratum III. Within each State, the sample consisted of all completed active

QC reviews from the August 1980 sample month (i.e., households which partici-

pated in the Food Stamp Program during August 1980 and for whom QC reviews

were completed). This procedure produced 4,329 observations from the target

universe. Of these, 189 observations in Georgia contain only partial

information and have been excluded. The tabulations in this report are

based on a total of 4,140 valid observations. 3/

Weighting

The sample findings have been weighted up to the number of participating

households in the continental United States in August 1980 as reported on

Form FNS-256 in the Food Stamp Bonus Obligation Control System (Report

date: 3/19/81). The case record weights in Illinois, Wisconsin, Colorado,

and Oregon were adjusted to reflect the disproportionate integrated QC

sample designs in those States. The case record weights for all cases in

Strata I and II were adjusted to reflect the absence of Pennsylvania and

Georgia, respectively. (This adjustment is equivalent to assuming that the

characteristics of households in Pennsylvania are identical to the average

values in the other eight States in Stratum I and that the characteristics

of households in Georgia are identical to the average values in the other
nine States in Stratum II.)

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF RELIABILITY

Comparison to Participation Data

The following table presents a comparison of the preliminary estimates

to aggregate program participation data (excluding Puerto Rico, Alaska,

Hawaii, Guam, and the Virgin Islands) in the Food Scamp Bonus Obligation

Control System for August 1980 (Report date: 3/19/81):

2-/ One of these States, Pennsylvania, did not complete any active QC reviews

for August 1980. The sample findings are adjusted to account for its

absence. Puerto Rico was also selected with certainty but not included

with the other large States in Stratum I.

_/ An additional 213 observations are available from ?uerto Rico.



Control Total Estimate

Number of Households _! ?,319,334 7,319,504

Numberof People 20,001,026 20,683,219

Value of Benefits $682,599,477 $652,802,988

AverageHouseholdSize 2.73 2.83

AverageBonus Per Person $34.12 $31.49

Completion Rates

Failure to complete reviews for all cases selected subject to review can

bias the sample results if the characteristics of unreviewed households are

significantly different from those of reviewed households. While there are

no direct measures of such differences, the QC review completion rate

provides an indication of the magnitude of any potential bias. The expected

number of cases subject to review in the August 1980 sample (equal to

one-sixth of all cases reported as subject to review during April-September
1980), the number of valid observations, and the estimated completion rate

are shown below. 5--/

Numberof Cases Estimated

Selected Subject Number of Completion

to Review Cases Completed Rate

IncludingPennsylvania 5,166 4,140 80.1%

ExcludingPennsylvania 4,948 4,140 83.7%

0ompletion rates are generally higher in the Southeast, Southwest, and

Midwest regions.

4/ This estimate was constrained by an adjustment to the sample weights.

5/ The comparable rate for Puerto Rico is 94.7 percent.



. ' Appendix D

DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT ,p,_.371

STATE DATA ACCESS PROJECT

STATE

_ 11 I!lil
CASE RECORD

1. PROJECT AREA: FIPSCODE:L] I [ I I (1:2)

2. REVIEW NUMBER (1: 3) i 3. REVIEW DATE (1: 4 }

I
4. SAMPLE FRAME (ll:F)

1. ACTIVE Ell 5. SAMPLE MONTH AND YEAR (ll:C) 6. DISPOSITION OF REVIEW (ll:E)
ii

F--T_ _ 1. COMPLETE
2. NEGATIVE

2. OTHER (02-06)

IF NOT 08-80,STOP IF OTHER, STOP

7. TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS IN HOU_n_{O_2P [ [ [ (l:II, 1-10)

8. AGE OF EACH PERSON IN F(X)P ST_ h_USEHOLD {1:II,1-10)

_ t_t3 7 8LJ_3 91-77 loI-l_
i

9. SHELTER COST DETAIL FROM "F._ZGXBXT-XTY WORKER" COLUMN, PAGE 10

_,o_ [2, .11I o_, D.I I!].11]

TELEPHONE (BASIC

RATE) I ! ] .L_J INSTALLATION OF UTILITieS _ . I j I

'_"_ [3. II ! o_ D LM_ I-_
TOTAL SHELTER COSTS

- [3Et_t3iI i LI3 LL3



. _LANK J BLANK I BLANK
I. IDENTIFYING INFORMATION

A. STATE AND LOCAL AGENCY S. QC REVIEW NUMBER C. SAMPLE MONTH AND YEAR l D. SAMPLE FRAME

1
FIPS CODE

BLANK BLANK BLANK BLANK

E. DISPOSITION OF CASE REVIEW

BLANK

II. _SE RECO_ INFORMATION

ff.MOSTRECE_ACTION I

BLANK

G. REASON FOR DENIAL OR TERMINATION H. RECEIVED EXPEDITED SERVICE: I

1. YES

BLANK 2. NO

I. NUMBEK OF MONTHS IN CERTIFICATION PERIOD J. CERTIFIED HOUSEHOLD SIZE

U77 FT7
K. SPECIFIC HOUSEHOLD MEMBER CLASSIFICATION

(a)ALIEN _ (b) MIGRANT _ (c) STRIKER _ (d) STUDENT_

L. F,MPLOYMENT STATUS OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD AND SPOUSE

HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD: _ SPOUSE:

1. NOT F.MPLOYED 3. EMPLOYED PART-TIME 1. NOT EMPLOYED 3. EMPLOYED PART-TIME

2. F_PLOYED FULL-TIME 2. EMPLOYED FULL-TIME 4. NOT IN HOME

M. MONTHLY INCOME N. RESOURCEAMOUNT

EARNED INCOME I I I I I LIQUID RESOURCES

RSDI/PENSIONS/ I I I I j REAL PROPERTY ______t_OTHER BENEFITS (Exclude home and lot)

I I I I I NON-EXCLUDED VEHICLESPA OR GA (Fair market value over $4,500)

(Equityvalue)

TOTAL OTHER iNCOME[ I I ! I OTHER NONLIQUIDRESOURCES

TOTAL GROSS INCOME _ TOTAL RESOURCES

O. DEDUCTION INFO_TION P. CO_ON A_TMENT RECEIVED

DEDUCTION

DEP_DENT _ _DEDUCTION MEDICAL
DEDUCTION

DEDUCTION
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